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Hi everyone, 
Last week, we had a successful full week at school. It was very busy as could be expected as staff went about 
organising classrooms, books and routines which will become the norm throughout the school year. I have been very 
impressed with the enthusiasm of the children so far and I can see that 2013 will be a very enjoyable and successful 
year for everyone involved.  
Congratulations to our new School Captains – Teagan and Brenton. I know that they will get a lot of support from the 
students and the staff in the school and will represent our Tally PS proudly throughout the year. Our JSC group will also 
play an important role throughout the school year and office bearers for Semester 1 will be announced ASAP.  
I look forward to catching up with parents Wednesday night at the Kidsmatter Launch / Meet and Greet night. This is 
very informal with some general information about Kidsmatter and the Information Night gives everyone a chance to see 
how classrooms will run throughout the school year and ask any questions if needed. This is particularly important for 
new Prep families, so I encourage all parents to attend if possible.  
Last week, we had our first School Council meeting for the year and there are a couple of positions vacant for any 
parents who would like to join this committee. School Council enables parents to see a side of school that they rarely 
see (ie: initiaitives, policy development, finances…etc) and we are always looking for fresh and new ideas.  
Thanks to all of those families who returned all of those forms promptly last week. If we could get them all in by the end 
of this week it will help us enormously. Karen will be in the office until Thursday this week, if any matters need 
addressing. Have a great week everyone. 

David Brodie 
Teaching Principal 

 
Please check some specific term dates – some may have changed from last year – Parents Club AGM!! 

Preps are not required at school on 

Wednesdays for all of February. 

Their first full week will begin on 

Mon 4
th

 March. 

The Kidsmatter Launch and 

Information Night will be held this 

Wednesday night beginning at 

5.30pm. The night will conclude at 

7.30pm. A free BBQ will be available 

for all families and some giveaways 

will be handed out to school families. 

 
No Strike Action is occurring on 

Thursday – School as normal. 

mailto:tallygaroopna.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Geelong Football Club Clinic  

 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL – PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE. 

THE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER IS ALSO AVAILABLE ON OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE. 
 

There is a late arrivals, early departures (students) and visitor's (parents) book that needs to be signed at the 
office counter on a regular basis if the need arises. This will aid our emergency management of the school. 
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1. School Captains for 2013 
Congratulations to Teagan Brett and Brenton O’Brien who have been elected by their peers to be School Captains for 
the 2013 year. These 2 students were presented with their School Captain Badges at today’s assembly. All of the 
children from Grade 2 to Grade 6 completed a confidential ballot last week and I would personally like to congratulate all 
of the students for the manner that this was conducted. Although these 2 students have been nominated to represent the 
school we have many student leaders at Tallygaroopna PS. Therefore, all of the students are considered of equal 
importance and many of them will have some specific responsibilities throughout the duration of the school year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Kidsmatter Launch 
We will be having our Kidsmatter Launch on Wednesday – this promises to be a great event, so please come along and 
join in. This night will also incorporate an Information Night for all families. Attached to this edition of the newsletter is the 
flyer regarding this. Feel free to contact the office for more details if you wish – lots of giveaways will occur on this 
evening. 
 
Website - http://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/primary 
 
3. Shep News Visit 
Today, we had a visit from the Shepparton News who were organising a story on the Kidsmatter Launch which will take 
place on Wednesday night. Take a peak when it comes out this week. 
 
 

2013 School Captains with their parents 

Congratulations to all of these students who made excellent speeches in 
front of the whole school. 

http://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/primary
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4. Strike Action 
Over the last 12-18 months there have been a lot of disruptions with schools in regard to industrial action with the A.E.U 
(Australian Education Union). As staff, we take a lot of pride in teaching our children and we always have them at the 
centre in regard to education. Therefore, as has occurred in the past – no action will occur at Tallygaroopna PS. We 
value our relationship with our families and children and are sure that we will be supported in the action we have taken. 
 
5. Prep Information 
Throughout the month of February, children in Prep WILL NOT attend school on Wednesdays. They will remain at home 
on 13th, 20th and the 27th February. There may be some Wednesday’s where Mrs Wallace may require your child to 
attend a certain time for specific testing, but she will inform parents of this if there is a need. We will continue to 
implement a whole school buddy program on Friday afternoons, once every fortnight. The first full week for Preps will 
begin on Monday 4th March. 
 
6. Newsletter / Website 
For the information of new parents, please note that newsletters are usually sent home each Monday. Please check your 
child’s bag for these as they contain important information on what is taking place in the school. Any items for the 
newsletter must reach the office by 9.00am on Monday. The newsletter will also appear on the school website and it will 
be there each Monday after school. I encourage all families to take a look at this site as it will be constantly evolving over 
time and many other valuable resources for parents and children are found here. If you would like to receive your 
newsletter by email instead of a paper copy, please contact Karen at the Office.   
 
7. Fosbury Flop Forms 
This week, Fosbury flop forms will go home for 
parents to fill out if they are happy for their 
children to perform this routine (landing on 
back) when completing the high jump. Over 
the next few weeks, we will complete a lot of 
practice with the high jump and are hopeful 
that the majority of students will be able to 
perform this routine safely. If students do not 
bring this form back they will need to perform 
the scissors routine (landing on feet). If the form is returned, they will have the option of both routines. 
  
Athletic cards will be marked indicating which students are allowed to perform the Fosbury flop. 
 

8. Student Accident Insurance Arrangements 
Parents are reminded that the Education department does not provide personal accident insurance for students. Parents 
and guardians are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment of injured students, including any transport costs. 
Student accident insurance policies are available from some commercial insurers. These cover a range of medical 
expenses not covered by Medicare or Private Health Insurance. 
 
9. Sun Smart Policy 
Tallygaroopna Primary School endorses a SunSmart policy during many warm months (September until the end of 
April). Students must wear their wide-brimmed hat at recess and lunch time. Students without hats must stay in the 
undercover area between the Multi- Purpose Room and the Brick Building. New hats may be purchased from the school 
at a cost of $10. 
 
10. Student Information 
During the first week of school, we sent home data indicating general information about each student currently held on 
Cases21 at the school. Could you please check, update if required, sign the forms and return them to school as soon as 
possible so that we can update our data base. The following forms also need to be filled out, signed and returned: 
 
* Green Confidential Student Information   * Acceptable ICT Use   * Engagement Policy  
 
Some families will also receive 2 Bus Forms, School Asthma Action Plans and EMA forms – could these be returned 
promptly to the office also.  
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11. The Ultranet 
Last week, all new children enrolled at Tallygaroopna PS for the year, received new passwords. All families received 
Welcome Letters as well – for any parents wishing to log on to the Ultranet as well. If anyone needs any assistance 
doing this feel free to contact the school and we will be more than happy to assist you through this process. 
 
https://ultranet.vic.edu.au 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/directions/ultranet/default.htm 
 
 

 
 
 
12. AASC Program 
Our Active After-school Program began today with only limited numbers. Please consider this free program because it 
is very worthwhile and promotes an active and healthy lifestyle. AFL (Football) is on a Monday and Aerobics will be held 
tomorrow. Both sessions start at 3.35pm and finish at 4.35pm. Participating students will be given fruit for afternoon tea 
prior to the start of each session. If your child/ren are interested, please contact the office or fill out the form that was 
attached to last week’s newsletter. Andrea Walker will be our school supervisor during both sessions and staff will fill in 
Andrea is unavailable. Starting next week, a free icy pole voucher will be awarded at assembly to a student who 
participates in the program.  
 
The session scheduled for Labour Day on Monday 11th March will be rescheduled. Stay tuned for more details. 
 

13. I.T. – Acceptable Use 
On the first week of school, all families received information in regard to acceptable use with the Ultranet, Internet and 
other Digital Technologies. Although, there is a lot of information in this document, page 2 is all that is needed to be 
returned to school. Could this be done by Friday 15th February please. 
 
14. Engagement Policy 
All families received the schools revised Engagement Policy which includes our current school values. This document 
was approved in 2010 and it is a living and breathing document so new additions / alterations may occur throughout the 
year. Could parents return the last page of this document to the office by Friday 15th February please. 
 
15. Tissues 
It would be appreciated if families could each donate a box of tissues so that we can build up some stock for individual 
classes over the next few weeks. These can be dropped off at the office. 
 
 
 

https://ultranet.vic.edu.au/
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/directions/ultranet/default.htm
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16. Term Dates 
Over the next few weeks, I will continue to update this section. Dates for TERM 1 are:     

February 11th – AASC Begins    February 13th – Kidsmatter Launch / Information Night 
February 14th – Library Begins (MARC Van)  February 19th – CPR Update / Anaphylaxis   
February 20th – Parents Club AGM – 3.30pm  February 21st – Responsible Pet Program  
February 27th – Science Cluster Day – Kat. West PS March 1st – Munch N Crunch   
March 5th – Kindergarten Visit    March 11th – Labour Day Holiday    
March 13th – School Council 2 (AGM) – week 7  March 13th – Cluster Aquamoves Day  
March 24th – Bunnings Fundraising BBQ   March 25th – Athletics Sports   
March 26th – Athletic Sports Back Up Day  March 28th – Term 1 Concludes 

 
17. Student of the Week 
 Congratulations to the following students who received Student of the Week last week. 

 

Values Vault winner – Liv Burgess 
 

STUDENTS ARE ABLE TO ACCESS SUNCREAM ON A REGULAR BASIS IF NEEDED.  
THIS SITS ON THE TABLE NEAR THE SINK IN THE PROJECT ROOM. 

 
ONCE A WEEK, WE WILL BE SOUNDING OUR 2 ALARMS TO ALLOW STUDENTS TO 

BECOME AWARE OF THESE IF THE NEED ARISES IN THE CASE OF AN EMERGENCY. 
 

ANY CHILDREN IN THE SENIOR GRADES INTERESTED IN DIVISION TENNIS OR 
SWIMMING WILL NEED TO SEE MR BRODIE ASAP – STUDENTS SHOULD BE OF A 

HIGH ABILITY LEVEL. 
 
 

Asthma  
School Asthma Action Plan forms have been sent home to families with students with 

asthma. Could these forms be completed and signed as soon as possible and returned 

to school. This is to ensure that the school has the student’s most recent Action Plan 

on file. 

 

Confidential Student Information  
A green Confidential Student Information form was sent home last week. This form 

acts as a quick reference for the staff on excursions and ensures that the school has 

up-to-date information and signatures for a variety of issues and programs. Could this 

form please be filled out (please ensure both sides have been completed) and returned 

to the school Office as soon as possible. 
 
 

 
Prep /1 – Terrific Turtles – Declan Newbound for his great getting along skills. It was fantastic to see 
 you looking after and helping all the Grade Preps. 
 
Grade 2/3/4 – Preston Hall for the leadership skills he has been showing in the classroom. Great 
effort! 
 
Grade 5//6 – Mad Monkeys – Brittany Meyland for the terrific effort she has made with her 
 spelling/tables and reading for the year. 
 
All students received a certificate and also a free icy pole voucher to use this term.  
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Keyboard and Guitar Lessons for 2013 
Cliff Doorncamp will be conducting both guitar and keyboard lessons at the school in 

2013. Lessons are held each Monday with individual lessons lasting 20 minutes. The 

cost of the lessons is $16 per session (payable at time of lesson). For more 

information, please contact Cliff on 5831 4270. Please return form below to the 

school office to express your interest. 

Name ………………… 

Grade ……………………. 

Parent’s Signature ………………………… 

Phone ……………………………. 

 

 Guitar Keyboard 

 

Lessons began today – Monday 4
th

 Feb 

 
 

Spacers and Schools/Preschools: Reminder for Parents & Carers 
 
Schools/preschools in Victoria have been informed by The Asthma 
Foundation of Victoria about new guidelines regarding the use of spacers 
for children with asthma.  Spacers are essential equipment when following 
Asthma First Aid best practice, however schools/preschools will no longer be 
able to wash, sterilise and re-use spacers from their asthma emergency kits 
when assisting students with asthma symptoms. 
 
Asthma first aid kits should only ever be used as a back-up for when a 
student does not have their own spacer available, if it is a first asthma 
attack or the cause of breathing difficulty is unknown.  Some 
schools/preschools may implement a policy where parents/carers are 
responsible for the cost of the spacer if one must be used from the asthma 
emergency kit.  
 
Even if your child has mild asthma, it is essential that their 
medication and spacer is always available to school/preschool 
staff.  Please make sure your child always brings a spacer with 
them to school, or has one that stays at school. 

 
For more information, please contact the Asthma Foundation of Victoria on 

1800 278 462 or email schools@asthma.org.au 

mailto:schools@asthma.org.au
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Financial assistance available to parents with children commencing school 
in 2013 

Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA): 

The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is provided by the Victorian Government to lower-income families to 

help with education-related costs. 

If you have a child under 16, and hold a valid Health Care Card, Pension Card, or are a temporary foster parent, 

you may be eligible to receive the EMA. The allowance is paid in two instalments, one in March and one in August.  

The payment is intended to assist with education-related costs such as; uniforms, excursions, textbooks, and 

stationery. You can elect to have your EMA paid in one of the following ways: 

 Paid by direct deposit (Electronic Funds Transfer) into your own nominated bank account; or 

 Paid to the school to be held as credit which you can use towards education expenses; or 

 Paid by cheque which will be posted to the school for collection. 

In 2013, the annual EMA amount is: 

 $200 for prep students 

 $150 for students in years 1 – 6. 

 $300 for year 7 students 

 $250 for students in year 8 – until age 16. 

 

How to Apply: Contact the school office to complete an application form for the EMA. 

Closing Date: Parents/guardians need to lodge an EMA application form  by 28 February 2013. 

For more information about the EMA, visit www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/financial/ema.htm 

Schoolkids Bonus: 

From January 2013, a new payment called the 'Schoolkids Bonus' will be introduced by the Commonwealth 

Government. The Schoolkids Bonus will be paid by Centrelink in January and July each year to help families with 

school costs.  

Families receiving Family Tax Benefit Part A will receive: 

 up to $410 for each child in primary school 

 up to $820 for each child in secondary school. 

For more information about the Schoolkids Bonus, visit 

www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/information/schoolkids-bonus 

 

 
Critical Dates 

 28 February 2013: Closing date for parents to lodge EMA application forms. 

 6 March 2013: Closing date for schools to enter EMA applications onto the web system. 

 Mid-March 2013: EFT payments (to either school or parent) will be deposited into bank accounts. 

 Late March 2013: EMA cheques expected to arrive at schools. 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/financial/ema.htm
../../../../Users/09002898/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/GHS35UJW/www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/information/schoolkids-bonus
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Pancake Day 

Tomorrow is Shrove Tuesday and Grade 2/3/4 are going to cook pancakes at 10.00am 
and share these with the rest of the school at recess. Other grades will have a turn at 
cooking next time. There will be no charge. If anyone would like to help, please ring 
Bev on 0400 914 464 

 
Greater Valley Calisthenics Club 

How would you like to try calisthenics for free!?! 
February is 'come and try month' for all calisthenics clubs across Victoria. 

What is calisthenics we hear you ask? 
Put simply, it's the perfect mix of sport and performing arts 

combining elements of gymnastics, modern dance, ballet, singing, mime 

and apparatus technique (clubs and rods) 
Greater Valley Calisthenics Club invite all new members to join them 

 and see what it's all about 
Where: Shepparton Youth Club Hall, Vaughan St 

When: Tuesday's and Thursday's 
Contact: 0467 165 607 

All new participants will go into the draw to win one of 5 Calisthenics Victoria prize packs. 

FEBRUARY IS FREE COME AND TRY MONTH!!!! 
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Calling all Parents and Friends….. 
  
Tally PS Parents and Friends Club is a group of parent helpers that get together every month or so 

to rally around and help out with making our school environment more fun for our kids. 

Sometimes that’s achieved by organising special lunches ‘munch & crunches’ at our school where 
we don’t have a canteen or lunch-orders; sometimes it’s through fundraising activities, sometimes 
it’s through hands-on activities with the students. 
Last year the kids loved the cooking activities we organised; Anzac bics for Anzac day, and home-
baked Father’s day treats. With our fundraising profits we shouted the whole school on an 
excursion to see Bugalugs Bum Thief, brought some new Prep/1 readers, and held a sit down roast 
lunch for our Christmas in July event, and the kids had fun at our Italian themed cooked lunch.  
This year we’ll fund a new school veggie garden for the kids to enjoy and learn from.  
 
These events come together with the help of assorted parents at different times. No one member 
is expected to attend all events throughout the year, but if we can gather up a great group of 
helpers to come and give a hand on the days they might have a spare couple of hours, it really 
helps our kids and our school. 
 

Parents Club will be holding a BRIEF GENERAL MEETING  

followed  by the AGM 

Wednesday 20th February at 3.30pm (straight after 

school). 
We’d really love to see some new members come along for a brief meeting to quickly organise our 
first munch n crunch for the year, and set in place some ideas and dates for the coming year.  
Hope to see you there  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGUPNA NETBALL CLUB    -    

  JUNIOR TRAINING 

  

Training commences on Monday 18th February 
2013 

 at 6pm at the netball courts.  Players invited 
for  

12 & Under and 13 & Under age groups. 

Enquiries - Wendy Sidebottom (58 298385) 
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Mooroopna Primary School is proud to present 

“How to recognise Anxiety in Children” 
 with Dr Natalie Flatt Ph.D BSc., Post.Grad.Dip.Psych., M.Psych., 

MAPS from onPsych  www.onpsych.com.au  

On 

Monday 4
th

 March - 9.30am to 11am.  
at Mooroopna Primary School, O’Brien Street Mooroopna. 

Dr Flatt will be talking about how to identify anxiety in your child 
and some creative parent strategies on how to manage this. This 
session is suitable for parents, carers, professionals, welfare staff 
and school Principals.  
There is no cost but please let us know if you can make it by RSVP to: 
Wendy Fulton Ph 58252060 or fulton.wendy.e@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAKE HOME A BIG BROTHER OR BIG SISTER 
Give your children the wonderful opportunity to have an international big 
brother or big sister by hosting one of our exceptional international students 
arriving in Australia in July 2013  for their 3, 5 or 10 month programs. Our 
international students from France, Germany, Italy, Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark, Finland, Japan, and Spain  will live as a local, attend a local 
secondary school, arrive with their own spending money and comprehensive 
insurance cover – all arranged by Southern Cross Cultural Exchange. Visit us 
at www.scce.com.au, email scceaust@scce.com.au or call us toll free on 
1800 500 501, request our international student profiles, and capture the spirit 
of family and friendship!  
 

St. Brendan’s Parish 
Sacramental Program 2013 

 
 

Parents of children in Year 3 or higher  who would like their child to 
receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Confirmation and Eucharist this 
year are asked to attend an information evening being held at St. 
Brendan’s Parish Centre (behind the church)  on Tuesday 19th February 
starting at 7.00pm.    For any enquiries please ring Laura on 5821 2633 
Thursday mornings. 

mailto:fulton.wendy.e@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.scce.com.au/
mailto:scceaust@scce.com.au
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An opportunity to see the wonders of the sky  
first-hand.  The Bendigo District 

Astronomical Society members will attend 
and host the viewing evening where 

participants can share the  
beauty of Stars, Planets and Nebulae  

through large Telescopes 
  
  

Congupna Recreation Reserve 

Friday 15 February 2013 

8.30pm—10.00pm 
  
  

For more information contact the Council’s 

Leisure Facilities Branch on (03) 5832 9431 
  

A free activity thanks to Activities in the 

Park 
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