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Hi everyone, 
There is only 2 weeks to go until the end of the school year. How time flies – were has the year gone? 
This Friday will be a difficult day for many people from our school community – I am sure that everyone will support each 
other as they always have. Reflecting on the last 12 months, we have really had some difficult times recently and I hope 
we can look forward to some more peaceful and happy events in the future. Today, a formal letter went home in regard 
to the Funeral on Friday, so could all families read this carefully and reinforce this information with their children.             
It is essential that all families return the reply slip by Thursday, so that appropriate processes can be put in 
place for the Friday afternoon. Your cooperation and support in regard to this matter would be appreciated.  
Last week, we had some great programs run in and out of the school. These included the Water Safety Program, the GV 
Wood Turners session and last but not least the End of Year Excursion at the Whittlesea Fun Fields. Thank you to 
everyone involved for making these programs successful and for providing some normality into our student’s lives 
considering the current circumstances.  
This week again is a busy one, with our Orientation Day on tomorrow. Good luck to all the Grade 6 students as they 
venture into their new learning environments for the day and we here at Tally PS look forward to seeing our new Prep 
children for a whole day of fun activities.  
Karen will be here all week. All staff will be at the Funeral on Friday afternoon, but school will run as per normal with 
some minor alterations for the afternoon. Have a peaceful and safe week everyone. 
         David Brodie – Teaching Principal 
 
 
 
 
 

Munch N Crunch orders must be 

in by Wednesday 12
th

 December 

Families need to return the Return 

Slip on the formal letter indicating 

attendance at the Funeral on Friday. 

Christmas Hamper Raffle Tickets can be 

purchased from the office - $1 each 

There are a lot of unnamed items in lost 

property, particularly small sized 

windcheaters, etc – could parents please 

check this box asap. 

Bev Montgomery, our Uniform Coordinator will be at school on Orientation Day, 11
th

 

December to help our 2013 Prep student parents with uniforms. An order will be put 

through after this day so if anyone wishes to order uniforms could they please place an 

order before this date. 
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Water Safety – Shepparton Lake 
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End of Year Excursion – Fun Fields 
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1. Funeral Arrangements 
Andrew Klein’s funeral will be at 2pm on Friday 14th December. This will involve a Graveside Service at the Pine Lodge 
Cemetery. Andrew’s wake will be held at the Tallygaroopna Recreation Reserve after the service. Details have been 
sent to families in a formal letter today. Please ask your children about this when they get home tonight. 
 
Tallygaroopna PS will remain open during the day and Mrs Mitchell (Library Teacher) will be teaching children in the 
afternoon (1pm onwards), as all school staff will be attending the funeral. Depending on student numbers another staff 
member may be in attendance as well. Can all parents/carers please advise their classroom teacher of their intention to 
attend/not attend school on his day to ensure the correct teacher/student ratio at school. A return slip is attached with 
the formal letter and will need to be returned to school by Thursday 13th December. 
 
It would be terrific to see our students in school uniform. This will highlight where they are from and who they 
are, as a mark of respect for the Klein family. This is totally up to families attending and is not compulsory, but 
would be greatly appreciated. 
 
2. Shirt Signing – Grade 6 
Only Grade 6 students will have an opportunity to sign some of their school shirts if they have written permission by 
their parents. This will need to be handed into Mr Brodie. This will occur on the last day of school in the morning and 
all shirts to be signed should be placed in a plastic bag. The last day of the year is a Causal Day so no school uniforms 
will be required on this day. Please take into consideration if you would like to use these uniforms into the future. The 
day gives students the chance to take away a souvenir from their time at Primary School – not compulsory. 
 
3. School Reports 
As stated previously, all staff will be completing written comments for school reports this semester. Written reports will be 
a minimum though in line with AEU action taking place. If parents would like some more feedback about individual 
student performance at school feel free to contact class teachers to arrange an informal meeting once reports are 
distributed to families on Monday 17th December. Teachers spend a lot of valuable time putting these together so please 
take the time to read these before the school year ends. Remember that these reports can be placed in the green report 
folders which every student at school should have.  
The report cards have:  

 a chart with an A-E rating, showing your child's current progress against the expected state-wide standard as 
well as the progress they have made since the previous year  

 a chart showing your child‘s level of effort and class behaviour  

 details about attendance  

 easy to understand comments from teachers outlining what your child knows and can do, any areas in which 
your child needs to be given further help or extended, and how this will be done  

 suggestions for how you can help at home  
 
4. End of Year Excursion 
A huge thank you to the many families who attended the Whittlesea Fun Fields excursion and helped with supervision. 
This was an enjoyable day considering the current circumstances. Consultation will take place early next year in regard 
to the 2013 excursion, but at this stage we hope to perhaps do something different. Feel free to give the staff any 
feedback in regard to the day and we will take this on board when we begin planning next year. 
 
5. Graduation / Christmas Night 
We have scheduled this night for Tuesday 18th December beginning at 6.30pm with tea if families wish. This will be a 
very informal night with some Christmas Carols at 7pm and presentations to Grade 6 students at 7.15pm followed by 
Powerpoint presentations at 7.30pm. BBQ facilities will be available on the night – families will need to bring their own 
food (plus plates and cutlery), a salad to share and drinks if they wish. Santa will be arriving on the night at about 
7.45pm and we are hoping to invite new children and families who will be at our school next year. Families received a 
small note about the night last week in a sealed envelope. 
 
6. Coles Sports for Schools Vouchers 
I have received confirmation that we recently collected 8,500 vouchers which was an increase on last year’s effort – a 
great achievement everyone. As a result, the school has purchased some new sports equipment (netballs, basketballs, 
football..etc) which should arrive at school early in the new year. 
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7. Class Structures for 2013 
Next year again promises to be a very exciting one at Tallygaroopna Primary School. We anticipate starting the year with 
46 students, with the aim of building on this for the future. We will continue to provide well-structured and resourced 
literacy and numeracy blocks along with a variety of specialist subjects as well. Art, Library, LOTE (Italian), Science, 
Information Technology and Physical Education will continue to be implemented. 
 
Next year, we will be still keeping our 3 grades and I will continue teaching in a Full Time capacity.  
Prep / Grade 1 – Mrs Wallace (16 students – 5/11)   Science Specialist – Rosalie Thomas  
Grade 2/3/4 – Mrs Haberfield (21 students – 8/3/10)   Information Technology – Mr Brodie / Mrs Haberfield  
Grade 5/6 – Mr Brodie (9 students – 4/5 )    Physical Education – Mr Brodie / Mrs Wallace  
School Business Manager – Mrs Armstrong 
 
Library will continue to be held on a Thursday, with Art also on a Friday. These days will alternate each week. 
 
8. Parents Club 
On behalf of the school community, we would like to recognise Deb Bagley’s contribution to the school for a number of 
years. Deb is currently our Parents Club President and she has assisted in many ways at our school. Many of our other 
families who are leaving the school will be publically acknowledge with a small gift at the Christmas Concert next 
Tuesday. 
 
Due to our last munch n crunch being on the last day of term we decided to treat the kids with McDonalds lunch. 
Parents Club will supply a drink and an icypole free of charge to all children whether they have ordered or not. 
There will now be a choice of a cup of soft drink, cordial or water available with these orders. Please inform the 
school if you do not want your child having soft drink. 
 The menu choices are:- 
Option 1-Double Beef and Bacon $3   Option 2-Chicken "n" Mayo $2 
Option 3-Small Fries $1     Option 4-10 Pack McBites $2 
Option 5- Garden Salad $2 
 Be mindful that in the past the chips are a bit soggy by the time they get to school. 
McDonalds have asked for the menus to be ordered a week ahead so we apologise for the late notice but all orders 
MUST BE IN BY WEDNESDAY THE 12th DECEMBER no orders will be taken after this date. 
 

 
 

Dot & Tom Stevenson donated a general goods hamper and Campbell’s have kindly donated 2 hampers to the 
value of $60 each. It was agreed at the Parents Club meeting that proceeds from this raffle will be kept at school 
to go towards assisting the Klein family next year. Participation is optional, so tickets can be purchased at the 

school office for $1 a ticket. To be drawn on Tuesday 18th December at the school concert. 
 

A morning tea will be held on Wednesday, 29th January 2013 to welcome new and existing families into the 
new school year. This will be held in the new school kitchen straight after assembly from about 9.15am to 

10am. Could families bring a plate to share if possible  
and tea and coffee will be provided. 

 
 
 NEWS FLASH – There is a rumour that on Christmas Eve Santa will be visiting 
Tallygaroopna at around 6pm on his way to the North Pole! 
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9. School Scholarships 
The Shepparton South Rotary Club is inviting Year 6 students to submit a handwritten application for this $500.00 
scholarship. The application needs to indicate;  

 School participation  

 Musical, artistic or sporting achievements  

 Community or charity involvement  

 A copy of the latest school report  

 A reference from an adult who has known the student for at least 2 years.  
 
Apex-Rotary 2013 Graeme Cross Memorial Scholarship  
Applications close on 14th December 2012.  
For more information please contact Mr Brodie at school ASAP 
 
10. Grade 5/6 Class 
Grade 5/6 students have decided to participate in Kris Kringle for Christmas. These will be handed out to students on the 
last day of school – Friday 21st December. Details are below: 
 

 Presents can be things you have at home, which you don’t use but are wrapped and not opened. The other 

choice is to buy something. 

 Minimum limit of about $10. You can spend more if you wish – personal choice. 

 Try and get something suitable for the person you have drawn – Mr Brodie has details about this.  

 Who you draw out should remain secret to add a little bit of fun. 

 You can tell them if you like when they receive their present. 

 You can add your own flavour to this – poem, photos, stories, funny moments 

 To make if fun as well – you can over the next couple of weeks give them little treats (small lollies, toys, treats). 

You will need to be sneaky and clever with this. 

 
Our Final Spelling and Tables Test for the year will be held on Thursday 13th December. The Big Test will be held on 
Friday 14th December. There will be no homework and tests for the last week of school. Home Reading is still strongly 
encouraged. 
Next week we will have our Class Party on Thursday 20th of December (a movie will be included – either G or PG) and 
Grade 6’s will have an opportunity to sign shirts for souvenirs on the Friday – last day of school. 
 
11. Pupil Free Days 
At School Council a couple of weeks ago, we were able to approve some Pupil Free Days for the 2013 School Year and 
finalise a starting day for the school year. A summary is included below: 
 
Teachers First Day of School – Tuesday 29th January (Pupil Free Day 1) 
All Students First Day of School (P-6) – Wednesday 30th January (Preps will remain at home on Wednesday’s in Feb). 
Parent Teacher Interviews – Wednesday 26th June (Pupil Free Day 2) 
Report Writing Day – Friday 6th December (Pupil Free Day 3) – day after the End of Year Excursion 
 
All Schools have 4 Pupil Free Days for the school year and currently we have one floating day which will be confirmed 
next year. We hope to utilise this day perhaps in the first semester if possible. 
 
12. School Fees for 2013 
Next year, school fees will increase by $10 to $150 for the school year. This is in line with the ongoing cost increases 
with many things in society at present. This includes subsidizing school supplies along with many programs which are 
implemented at school including MACC Van, MARC Van, Mathletics, Reading Eggs, Ziptales, Skoodle, etc. Again, there 
will be no Excursion Levy included next year. As a result, families will have 2 options – either to pay for excursions 
throughout the year as they occur or, pay an amount upfront which will be allocated to excursions as they occur. This 
system allows families to be able to track what excursions are held and paid for. 
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13. Orientation Day 
Tomorrow is the State-wide Orientation Day. Students will be in their new grades for 2013 for the whole day – including 
new Preps for 2013. Good luck to our current Grade 6 students who will attend Wanganui Park SC, Shepparton High 
School and McGuire College for the whole day. 
 
14. 2013 Preps 

During the month of February, students in Preps will not attend school on Wednesdays. The first full week will begin in 
the week starting Monday 4th March. All students will be required to attend school on Wednesday 30th January. 
 
15. Transition – Grade 5/6 
There is an information night scheduled to be held at Wanganui Secondary College tonight for Grade 6 students 
attending this school next year. For further details, families should contact the school directly.   
 
16. Bus Service for 2013 
I am currently in the process of organizing the new bus route for the start of 2013. This takes some time to organize and 
I will be contacting families over the holiday period to inform them of specific times and drop off and pick up points. 
Currently, I have the following students probably using the bus for the beginning of 2013. 
  
Kyle Montgomery    Mikayla Church    Nicolas Church  
Matthew Church – New Prep  Harri Ring    Abby Klein     
Bill Klein     Dan Klein   Jade Klein – New Prep  
Harvey Walker    Eloise Walker    Liv Burgess    
Daniel Collins    Leah Collins    Zoe Collins  
Kelsie Dempster    Ryan Voss   Brooke Voss 
Jake Buckland – New Prep   
 
If any of this information is incorrect, could you contact me ASAP so that the bus run can be finalized and organized 
without any problems. Mr Brodie 
 
17. Active After School Program 
Our Active After School Program concludes tomorrow – Circus Tricks. On behalf of the school community, I would like to 
acknowledge Andrea Walker, Jill McFarlane and Gillian O’Brien for assisting with supervising the children during this 
time. Your support is really appreciated and without this, fun and enjoyable programs would not be able to be 
implemented. We look forward to parental support again next year. 
 
Our Term 1 program has been confirmed and we will be running 2 activities on Monday and Tuesday’s after school, as 
per normal. These will involve – AFL and Aerobics 
 
Last week’s participation award was handed out to Jordan O’Brien – free icy pole. 
A reminder that school hats are always required during this after school program. 
 
 
 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR ANYONE LOOKING TO 
BE A SUPERVISOR FOR 2013 – IF ANY 

PARENTS CAN HELP OUT LET THE SCHOOL 
KNOW PLEASE.  

 
THIS IS A PAID POSITION 
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18. Term Dates 
Over the next few weeks, I will continue to update this section. Dates for TERM 4 are:    

December 11th – Orientation Day    December 12th / 13th – Kidsmatter PD  
December 17th – Reports Home    December 18th – Christmas Concert   
December 21st – Munch N Crunch     December 21st – Last Day of Term 4 – 2.25 Dismissal 

2013 
January 29th – Teachers First Day    January 30th – Students First Day 
February 6th – School Council 1 – week 2  February 11th – AASC Begins   
February 15th – Cluster Aquamoves Day   February 21st – Responsible Pet Program  
March 5th – Kindergarten Visit    March 11th – Labour Day Holiday   
March 12th – Parents Club AGM    March 13th – School Council 2 (AGM) – week 7 
March 24th – Bunnings Fundraising BBQ   March 25th – Athletics Sports   
March 26th – Athletic Sports Back Up Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19. Student of the Week / Values Vault 
Congratulations for the following students for week 9 – Term 4  
 

Rock & Roll Kids – Prep / Grade 1 – Ashleigh Moore for the fabulous getting along skills that she uses. 
Ashleigh is always willing to work with anyone in the classroom and outside. Well done Ashleigh. 
 

Mrs H’s Brainy Bunch – Grade 2/3/4 – Brooke Voss for the excellent way she has been persisting in her 
schoolwork especially Grids. A great job Brooke! 
 

Grade 5/6 Rebels – Grade 5/6 – Olivia Meyland for her effort and thought that she has put in recently with 
Number Fluency Activities. Great effort. 
All students received a free icy pole voucher 

Values Vault –Daniel 

2013 TERM DATES – confirmed 
Please keep these in a handy spot as you may wish to book your family holidays during the school 
holidays.  
Term 1: 30 January (students start) to 28 March  Term 2: 15 April to 28 June  
Term 3: 15 July to 20 September    Term 4: 7 October to 20 December 

 
Keyboard and Guitar Lessons for 2013 

Cliff Doorncamp will be conducting both guitar and keyboard lessons at the school in 

2013. Lessons are held each Monday with individual lessons lasting 20 minutes. The 

cost of the lessons is $16 per session (payable at time of lesson). For more 

information, please contact Cliff on 5831 4270. Please return form below to the 

school office to express your interest. 

Name ………………… 

Grade ……………………. 

Parent’s Signature ………………………… 

Phone ……………………………. 

 

 Guitar Keyboard 

 

Northerners Cricket Report 
Day 1 of our match with St. Brendan's saw some more good bowling and batting from all the boys. Playing a couple short, the 
team did well to keep within 30 runs of St Brendan's 102. A great day for Brock with a wicket, a great catch and another big 6 on 
his 20th ball and to Cohan Hall for making his first ever runs for the season with a “4”!  Harvey claimed a wicket and Lach Corboy 
claimed 2 wickets. Good luck on the final day for the season... See you all Saturday at Tally PS! 
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Second-hand Uniforms  
If anyone has any small sized uniforms that they no longer require could you please send them along to 

school.      

Thank you Bev Montgomery (Uniform Coordinator) 
 

Positive Parenting 
Telephone Service: 

 
Are you the parent or carer of a child or  

children aged 2 – 10 years? 
 

Are you looking for ways to have more positive communication with your child/ren? 
Do you have other commitments that prevent you from attending regular group parenting courses? 

Well, how about this? 
 

We are running a fantastic parenting program for parents, grandparents and carers of children aged 2 – 10 years that you can 
do from the comfort of your own home. 

 
It is called the Positive Parenting Telephone Service and you get a weekly telephone appointment at a time that suits you (day or 

evening) with a trained parent educator for 6 – 10 weeks. 
 

Our program educators aim to assist you in developing a stronger and more positive relationship with your children, as well as 
offering some practical suggestions on how to manage everyday behaviour problems such as disobedience, temper tantrums and 

disruptive behaviours. 
 

Interested? - For more information or to enroll phone 
FREECALL 1800 880 660 

 
ENROLMENTS TAKEN ALL YEAR ROUND 

Start now and make a positive start last a lifetime 

 
This service is funded by Department of Human Services Victori 
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SCHOOL CALENDAR 

Please support our last fundraiser for the year; The Tally Calendars. They are available for purchase at $20 each, please let us 
know how many you require ASAP so we can set some aside to avoid disappointment.  

They went on sale at the Post Office on Saturday morning and were selling like hot cakes. 
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Beyond Primary: 

Talking Drugs With Your Child 
It is often hard to know where to start or how to approach the subject when it comes to talking 
about drugs and their use with your child. While it may seem hard, the best thing you can do is 
start talking. 

One resource that can help is the National Drugs Campaign, run by the Commonwealth 
Department of Health and Aging. They have put together a range of information to help you talk to 
your child about drugs, their use, possible affects and strategies for your child to take when it 
comes to drugs and alcohol. 

National Drugs Campaign’s top 10 tips 

Here are 10 ways to encourage your child to talk about drugs with you: 

Be an active part of their lives 

Spend time with your child. Take an interest in what interests them and establish a routine for 
doing things with them. Spending time as a family is important, like eating together every day. 
When they go out with their friends, don’t be afraid to ask where they’re going or which friends 
they’ll be with. 

Listen to your child 

Showing that you’re prepared and willing to listen to your child will help a lot. Encourage your child 
to feel comfortable about telling you their problems, and ask for their input on family decisions to 
show that you value their opinions. Try not to interrupt them or react in a way that will stop 
whatever you’re discussing.  

Be a role model 

When it comes to drugs there’s no such thing as ‘do as I say, not as I do’. If you take drugs 
yourself you can’t expect your kids to take your advice not to touch them. Your behaviour – the 
things you do - influences your child’s own behaviour, particularly when it comes to how much you 
drink alcohol, smoke, or misuse medications. If you don’t want your child to get involved in drugs or 
alcohol then modify your behaviour so that you are demonstrating what you want from your child 
every day. 

Be honest with them 

You don’t have to know everything about drugs. While it’s important to be informed, you shouldn’t 
pretend to have the answers to every question. Be prepared to say ‘I don’t know but perhaps we 
can find out together’. If you’re honest and clear about where you stand, your child may find it 
easier to be honest with you. 

Pick your moment 

Make sure you pick the right time. Look for natural opportunities as they arise. This might be when 
you’re all watching TV, or when they’re talking about someone at school or one their friends. Use 
the opportunities as they arise to begin an open and non-judgemental conversation with your child, 
naturally progressing to the topic of drugs or alcohol, its use and how they affect young people. 

Be calm 

When it comes to talking about drugs, being calm and rational is important, as well as not 
overreacting. Make sure not to ridicule or lecture, as this could make future discussions about 
drugs more difficult and make your child more resistant to talking to you at all.  

Avoid conflict 

It is difficult to solve a problem when you’re angry or in the middle of an argument. Try to see your 
child’s point of view while encouraging them to understand yours. If a confrontation does develop, 
stop the conversation and come back to it when you’re both calmer. 
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Keep talking 

Once you’ve had a discussion about drugs it’s important to have another. The earlier you start 
talking to your child about drugs the better. Be willing to talk at any time and especially when a 
natural opening occurs. 

Set clear boundaries 

Generally children expect and appreciate some ground rules. By actively involving your child in 
setting the rules you can encourage them to take more responsibility for sticking to them. Once 
you’ve decided on these rules, enforce them, and let your kids know the consequences of breaking 
them. 

Discuss ways your child will act if they find themselves in situations where drugs are present. For 
example, let them know that you’ll always collect them if they need you to, whatever the hour. 
However, make it absolutely clear that you would rather they didn’t put themselves in a situation 
where they are likely to be exposed to drugs in the first place. 

Focus on the positives 

Reward your child’s good behaviour. Praise them for the things they do well, especially when they 
are trying to ‘do the right thing’. Encourage them to feel good about themselves and let them know 
that they have your respect and that you love them, always.  

 
 
 
Related links 

 Drug Education – drug education is a crucial component in improving the wellbeing and 
learning outcomes of students  

 National Drugs Campaign’s Parents – when it comes to talking about drugs, extensive 
research conducted with Australian parents and children tells us that young people 
appreciate parental advice and look to their parents for their views  

 Australian Drug Foundation’s Drug Info’s Information for Parents – whether you are 
preparing yourself for the future, or need help with an immediate problem, the following 
information may help you.  

 Parenting Strategies-Preventing Adolescent Alcohol Misuse – parents can have a big 
influence on their adolescent child’s decisions about drinking. It’s never too early or too late 
to learn some strategies to help protect your child from alcohol problem.  

 National Health and Medical Research Council’s Alcohol guidelines: reducing the health 
risks – guidelines to help you make an informed choice and also help health agencies guide 
the community in reducing health risks.  

 Turning Point-Drug and Alcohol Centre’s Director’s Blog: Online Help to Curb Adolescent 
Drinking – discusses parenting strategies and alcohol consumption. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/health/Pages/drugeduengage.aspx
http://www.drugs.health.gov.au/internet/drugs/publishing.nsf/content/parents
http://www.druginfo.adf.org.au/information-for/parents
http://www.parentingstrategies.net/
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/your-health/alcohol-guidelines
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/your-health/alcohol-guidelines
http://www.turningpoint.org.au/Media-Centre/Latest_News/Director-s-blog--.aspx
http://www.turningpoint.org.au/Media-Centre/Latest_News/Director-s-blog--.aspx
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CHRISTMAS PRESENTS 
 

It’s almost Christmas again and the children are starting to write their wish lists and letters to 
Santa. There are many fantastic, educational games that could be included on these wish lists. 
Sometimes the little, inexpensive gifts are the ones most loved by children. Consider some of the 
following when you are out shopping: 
Try these ideas for developing your child’s physical strength and coordination: 

 skipping ropes 

 totem tennis 

 balls of different sizes 

 vortex rockets 

 tennis racquets, hockey sticks, cricket bats 

 roller blades 

 frisbees 

 set of jacks or knuckles 

 badminton, boule or crocquet sets 
 
For their musical talents: 

 recorder, tin whistle 

 karaoke sets 

 keyboards and xylophones 

 guitar or drums 

 harmonica 
 
For mathematics, logic and strategy skills: 

 chess, draughts, Connect Four, checkers 

 battleships, mastermind 

 packs of cards, Uno 

 play money sets 

 dice games 

 puzzle books 
 
For language skill development: 

 books, audio books, story tapes 

 jigsaw puzzles 

 blackboards and chalk 

 puppets 

 farm or zoo animals 
 
For creative and artistic skills: 

 craft packages 

 paint sets 

 watercolour pencils 

 playdoh 
 

 

 


